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INTRODUCTION

AMONG the numerous treatises on Sanskmit rhetore, no workis
more celebrated than the Kavyaprakasa or the Illustration
of poetical composition  From the eleventh century onwards when
Mammata wrote s Kavyaprahasa no sansknt Pandit however
learned be might be 1n one or many branches of Sansknt learming
Beems to bave been regdrded as an accomphshed sansknt scholar,
,unless he has wntten a commentary on the Kavyaprakasa
Accordingly no less than forty seven scholars are sud to have
wntten commentaties on this famous work, of which a good num-
ber argrfound extant either in pnut‘or a3 manusenipte  With the
cxceptions of a few who made themsel\’es famousas poets others
wio were mere gpectal, ts1n such p [ subjects as Saushrit
Grammnr, logie philosophy, and Vcdlc exegatlcs appear to have
commented upon the Kavyaprakasa and displayed thur polemeal
* Iearmng chiefly to escape from the taunt hurled upon them by
“anghnt poets for their lack of b nowledge 1n the art of poetical
compoaition Lven Vammata does not’seem to have eseaped
from this taunt. There 1s an oft quoted verse the meaming of
which 1a as follows — ~
¢ The author of Kavvaprakasa, a eunuch not knowing how to
kiss, bites often and often the tender lips of the nympl of poetsy *
Among the commentators, Nagojibhatta was & ce'ebrated
graminanan, Chakravarthy, s profound logictan, Kamalakarabbatta
a Vedicexeqitist, and Vievanathapanchanana an expert logician and
poct  Tor the display of tleir learming smple matenal 1s found
i the first five chapters ofthe Kavyaprakasa where on the meantng
of words such as denotation, 1ncication and sugpestion with thew
\aneties anl on passions and emotions such ns the erotic, the
heroe, the pathetic the marvellous, the comic, the ternible, the
furione tle disgustful an i the quietistic, sanshnt rhetoncians het lf
+
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and propounded as many theories ss the Vedantic philosophers
on the Brahma knowledge taught mn the Vedanta Sutras of Badara-
yana The names of a few famods commentators are given in
therr chronological order det d by Bhattavamana m his
Sansknt Introduction to lus edition of the Eavyaprabasa with
his own commentary called Balabodhini —

1 Mamkyachandrasun, a Jarna geholar, and contemrorarv
of Jayasimha Ling of the Ghurjaras, and disciple of Devasur, wrote
Tus commentary called Sankets 1 Vikrama Samvat 1216=1160
AD (Vide colophon of his commentary heremn publiched) He
mentions 1n Ins commentary Bhojaraja’s Sarasvatihanthabharana
and Mukula’a Abmdhamatnha

2 Sarasvatiirtha Lnown as Narshan before ha became an
accetic, bornin Tnbhuvanemn 1n V8 1298=1242 A D, and well
versed 1n logic vedanta, Mimansa, Sankhys, and Vyakarana wrote
s commentary, called Balachittanuranjam at the clomng period
of lns ife 1n Benares He mentions Bhoja Vamana, and Bhamzha
1n s commentary  Els other works are Smntidarpana, Tarba-
ratna, and Tarkoratnadiptha

8 Jayanta who wrotd lnis commentary entitled Kavyaprala
sadipthan Vikrama 13350=1204 A D va3 the son of Bharadvaya,

mumster and priest of Sarangadeva, Ling of tho Gurjaras
4 Somesvara, whose time and place are not known 13 the
author of the commentary called Kavvadarsa or Banketa on the
Kovyoprahass  As he hos not'mentwoned the name of suy com
mentators and has referred only to Bhattanayaha, Bhattatauta,
Bhattamuhula Bbamaba, Rudrata, snd other suthors, he 19
beleived to be one of tho carliest commentators

& Visssnatha, the nuthor of Sahityadarpans, Narsaimba
vijayn and Chandrakala a drama, the grandson of Narsyonadass,
Dhanmadlikan i the Court of Narasimhadera, king of Kahoga
and the son of Chandrasekhiara, seems to have lived about the
beginmung of the 14th century, as he has mentioned the name of
Alvuddin Rhilp (12001821) 1 s Salutyadarpana (p 232,

Bombay Edition, 1902)  Ihs commentary on the K
13 called Kavyapralasmadarpana myspreaes
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6 Parmananda Lhakruarti referS 1 his commentary

entitled Vistariha to Jayanta and Visvanatha

7 Anandahawi called Ins commentsry Sarasumuchckaya and

also Nidarsana  Chakravarfie Vistauha 1s mentioned i his
commentary. »

8 \lahesvarabhattacharya 18 beheved to have been a acholar
1t the close of the 16th or at the beginning of the I7th century
s commentary s called Adarsq

9. Snvatsa-lanchhana-bhattacharya, probably of the 17th
contury called s commentary Sarabodlnm

10 Govindathalluza, the author of Ravyapradipr on
Kavyaprakasa, 1s said to have ived about the beginoing of the
17th century  ¥Ds geneslogy, published for the first time m the
Kavi ymala, 10 found copied 1n the introduction to the revised
edition of the Kavyaprakase with Bhattavamanacharya’s Bala
bodhint, Bombay 1901

11  Kamalaharabhatta rofers in lns Tika to Sarasvatitirtha,
Pidmanabha, Someswara, Paramananda Chalravartt, Devanatha,
Srivatsalanchbana, and Pradipakar and says that he completed 1t
m Vikrima 8am 1668—1612 A.D.

12  Narasmhathahhura refers to Chandidasa, Latabhaskara,
Subuddh Msdb tikara, honmudihnt, Alohaknt, Yaso.
dharopadliyasa, Mantara, Ruclimsra, l’aramnnnudmrhakmvanm,
Govindathakkura, the author of Pradips, and others m hyg

y called N h 3; As he has quoted the
words of Kamalakarabhatta though without rettioning his name,
he 15 believed to have been later than Kamalaharabhatty ’

13 Vadvamths, author of Kuvilayananda Chandriks
wrote hus commentary ealled Udaharnachandela g 1740 (v,
rama or Ssha 1) . (Vik

14 Dikshitablumasena completed hig o
Sudhasagara m Vikzama Sam 17791703 4 b
ml\erl a\ro;L; c'\l:{cd “:E"‘t"’“‘“mddham 1 ks com
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Bhattopdll.shlt:} ¢the anthor of Siddhantalaumudi & well hnown
woth on Pimmis rammar 1ile srote two commentaries on
Kavyapridipa and called them T a lhiupridipo Iy ota, and Brihatpra
dipodiott  He s the authe r of several works such as Sabdenduse
Lhary Pinbhashendusekbara Viakatans Mahabhasyodyota and
others munt aned tn detail by Bhattavamanicharya 1n his Sanshri
Inte)duction to hus commentary on the havyuj rakaea

17 Raghava whose date 12 unhnown and who 1s behsved to
have been quite & reeent writer commented apon the Kavyaprahasa
only apto the middle of th 7th Ullwea  His commentary 18 ealled
Avachun

18.—19 Mahesachanlia and Bhatta Vamanacharsa wrote
their «ommentanes called Tatparyasnnarina and Balabodhot an
tha litter pirt of the 19tk conturs

In addition to the abov min te n commentators whose worla
are still found oxtant there nre some more commentators whoue
commentarics are vet to be dt conered  They are —

1 oSrdhars 2 Chandidasa 3 Devamitha 1 Bhashara
5 Bubudhimizra b Padmanabha 7 Achynta 8 Ratnapanm $in
of the above tchvuta 9 Ravt sonof Hatmapam [0 Ruchakq
11 Jayaramy 12 Yavwdhars 13 Vadvasasar, 14 Muranmiarg,
15 Mameara 16 Vakshadbara 17 Ramauatha 18 Jagndisg
19 Galadhata 20 Phashara 21 Ramakoshng 22 Vachaspan

There are slxo some commentaries slueh are montioned by
their titles without temg assocaterd with the names of they
reepective  authors They ate —Tsteabodbumu, 2 haumuly
3 Aloka, 4 Udsharanadipihs, and & \sacbun

Th text of the huvsiprakasa conmsts of three parts —

(1) Definitions i verces, (2) explanation i pros «wnd [63)
iflustrat nyan tle form of Sandhnt r prabnt verees  Tne acon
jart is sditted to b tie work of Mammata himself 1o
s ribwe verses are all s Imittsdls selected from anctent authors
Thatravamanachit va 1 aa suecerded in tracing mans of the sersas
to th t s uces and adentifvin,  tlar  authors \vosad
Matatharatt  ani  Vidnopusana hal Iaaa’s Paghurvamee
hoasrautillaws Mepladota Sakontala Vikramorsanus



Malavikagmmtra  Bhamavis Kiratarjumys,  Bhartmhans
Varragyasitaha, Mayura’s bSuiyasitake, liajansharatnalaras
Harnvijaya, Bhallatvs bhallatasataka Damodaragupta s Kuttmm-
mits  Blasa’s work, Dowilaghustava, Amarusataba Hia's
Saptisat;, Anandavardhanas Panchabanalila Bhattis puetical
works Bhavabhut: s Malatimadhava and Virachamta, Har ha’s
Nagananda and Ratvavall Rajaselhars’y harpurawanjan,
Viddhsalabhanyka, Balzramayana, and Balablarats, Naravana-
dikshata’s V hars Sudraka’s Mnehhahatibs H taka,
Hayagnivavadha and Ushaharananatake are some of the works
from which illustrative verses Lhave been selected by Vammata
In Ius Sanskrnt Introduction to the havyaprakasa, Bhattavamana
quotes sothe verses which could not be 1dentified

Commentators are, however, divided 1n their optnion as to
the authorship of the defimtive verses known under the doulle
name, karka and sutra  In the begmning of Ins havyapralasa
dassa Mab Wyagalonhurs stind e anthershyp of the
Larkas to the famous dramatist Bharats and adduces the following
Teatons in support of lus view —.

“ \s the hanhas dre found Bharatas ‘Sambuts,” therr
authoris Bharata Hence m commenting upon the first verse
\limmata says that the author sings of us Goddess. ad Marm !
mats however been the wuthor of the karha he would have said
‘ Tapg” Again thoygh ouly eight Ratas or Emotions or moods
of mind are enumerated i the hanka, Mammata spoaks of 4
ntuth quctistie mood  If he bad beun the author of the hapk 18,
be could havd mentioned mme Rusas 1 the hanhas 1o wedl
A,omnn difining a comy bete metaphor (x 7) the kanka says that
when things compared with eic's other aro alf mentoned it gy
complcte metaphor  In commenting upon this ver e Mamnfy
sa)s that as there e only two thngs here w2, th, thing cap,
pared as well a« the thing to whichat s compired p]ural‘m th“
hankiissup cfluous and unnceessary  [f he had been the anth
of the hanha as well, he could have omtted Jhe Purdd ang o
onlv the dual It may hownever be urged asein objection an: sd
thie view that in the fourth chapter of the Basyaprukasaby :;::L
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umata m ntions Bhaista n support of <omething mentroned 1n the
hanha and thetif Bharaty bad been the author of the kanka,
Mammaty would not have referzed to lim by his mame  But 1t
should be woted that the word ¢ Bhrata,” not ¢ Bharatena * means
Bhiratanaty sastea drwnaturgy of Bharata  Accordingly there 13
nothiny nconstent with asuage o refernng to an author’s
scond worh in thy conmentaries on 1 different work ol the same
author  Another objection urged igamst this by those whe
regard Munmata as the author of the kinda as wall )s thatin
debinmg Malieupsha ot cham of metaphors the kunka comp :res
1t to Malopama or chun of simbes which is sHustrated  pet
n the Tarha Dat n the explanatory notes of Mammain and that
this procedur of treitment sigmbies the wlentity of the auther
of the” hanht with that of the explanatory notea  To this
14 nay be replied that the Melopam s umplird  thotgh not ser-
Lally wtited, an the kanh o and that the Malarupiha s compared
tu the imphed Malop una *

Othets liotd that the hirthas are the sorh nether of M-
1t nor of Bharata but of some unkoown pesson ur persuns and
tlat Vanunata nught have Tneelf composed or mended a fow of
them

Accordust to the statement made In BRinasena 1 Ins com
mentary entith  Sudbazsg vy on the haviapral ass Mammata
was the ¢ Idest son of Juyata h whoun w Pandit i tun
yaunger hrothers being Kuyata, th auther of hasika on Patan
Jalr's Mabibhashva and fuvata @ famous commentator on the
Suhls Yajurveda  Mammaby reeeived lus education from the Lest
Pan its of hus tame Benares and hocarae sy eembist 1n rhetone,
while Auvata, Jus brother amd an cquidly dutinguished weholar
wont t1 Malwa and weote his commentars on the Vedas unler
ohye, ptronage of Bligs ling of Dhata i Malava nerham the

uue e the anthor of Seravatihanth d faent from slack Mam
muta b vounde some quatations in us Rwgyaprabasn Seconling
1o \eanlihast wud other O mentators on the hasvaprihass
Mangn s weot Ty b aveaprakast onhy up to the Tigure of Speech
Rk b nest aof o work tasts ond was mwade by
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Altasan Who o tlas ABatasan wnd when and wliere he Jn ed
oot ko, Sabdw yugamvicharass i thie treahis attrlnted
to Hammata and a manuscrpt copy of this work 15 said to exist
i the Dehkan Colleve Lubrary n Poona 1

Buer sinee the composition of Ramayana tavis by Vatmide,
a number of poets seem to have taken to kavva composition of
the epte type The singing of ballads by wandering bards mght
have Liven nve to the compostion of lyrics and dramas  The men=
tinn of Nata Sutra i the Satras of Panwot and Rameuadhanatake
by Pantanjali kads to the copclusion that dramatic (wrinrmance
was an atteactive profession in the fourth and filth cintunes, B C.
The melusen of actors ameng choras or rabbers of public wealth
in the Arthawastra coes ty gtow that stateemen of philosaphie
temp rament of the type «f Chanihya began ta fook npon the
stages and the e < 4 eonamie evils aml prssed orders preventing
the enteyne of wiore anta sallages Jest 3t i bt arrest the
progreas of sgriculture «porations From thoat follows that fike
Nata Sutras Ivang down miles for the gmdan-e of actors there
bt Tase becn havy ilankara sutras for the gutdance of poets
Among the « xtant works on thix auhject the Natvacastrs of Bhas
raty and hassalaess of Dandi wem to be the eatlisst

Vamnnt s havoatanh uasntea Bth centues AD Rubrpe
blattax Snnorstilsha oth contery A D and Dhanamags o
Dasarupaly Joth sentury A D are believed to have held ‘!hc
goaund belure the havvapeshass eeplaced them i the 111y
century A D

San Lnt Rlstonerans divide poet
kavyas audible poetny, nm\‘ I’n\;l\\?';':m:r-tx:idnm, Sn‘\yn

pottry. Vpica

1
L::n” cs come under the fonner head and Drama unler the

In the xinw ol thetoneunas, the evd of oty in groeral
~airlsvakndaysanla, plewsure of the accomplishad ""de:, 1]
wectatore, Seet anllamm minmvsonnlyn pie form of sty or
aton anl dlf‘t tad dicttm g licative any sugrestive of ;g:i
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- hLierotsm paghoes wonder, smule or laughter, terror, fear, disgust or
tranquility are conudend to be vanons means of brnging
| aimmense pleasuro to the reder ot the spectator  The charm of
poutry 1s consil red to be rather in the indicated than the hteral
I meamng of the ecntence
Genti necs eonvening a heuritive sense ars eonaidered to be
more ¢ harminr than hterad and mdieated meamngs Tigurative
senses are tlue to the e of vateus figities of speich sueh ag samile,
metaphor, metonymy, 1nd others of which a hundred vanetes are
&t tin rshsed and defined in works on rhietorie Simule 13 regarded
as the root of all tucse vamcties and s talen to be of two Tinds
nitural and techmeal  Lhe latter 1 based upon iccepted views
of th» posts For cxample Sanslmtit prets are wont to regard
fame s wiite and therefore Itlen 1t to the flood of tho eclestia,
(¥ nges or moonlight, 0~to a sarlind of white floncrsor o nechlace
of pearls and the hle  Smmlarly Sanshnt pocts have therr own
vicw of personal boants, such as lotus hhe fice, hal hke oves,
coral like lips might ke huir and the Wle  All these accepted
fancies or conceits pliy an “mportant part in what 18 called
Rupekatisayoht' = figare of speech, which consists 1o mdieating
or suggesting a thing comparcd by & thing to which the thing to
be suggested 1t 1s usual to compare  For examplo, the postical
exprédsion ¢ two wates lilesonn Iotus flower * means or tndieates
to a Sanshnt poet two Jong and blue eve. n the face of & woman
To 1 jemson who 17 1ot babituated to thip! hke a Sanshnt poet,
the above exprcason would be hardly inteligible and scarccly
pleasmg  Toadlto thiy difficulty therers what 1s called elesha,
pun which 15 based upon the double meamny of words, which
are quite common 11 Sansknt hierature,
Tor esample the word ¢ Sahasrabara’ means one who has
thousind rays or taxes  Accordingly Sansknt poets are wont to
« wmpar= & bing to the sun by using this word Tho whole of
gulandhu s Viswadatta 15 full of sleshas Such punnmng or
gqmbbling on words ean scarcels e pleasing to such as have not
tudisd Renstrt 1f punning as well as guch figures of speech as
are ba}cd\npon what 13 colled Kavisamaya or accepted poetica,

~—



the Kavyaprakusn it may he.inferred that Mammats himsclf
sycceeded in getting rid of old works by making such improvements
as would render them to be his own, What appears to be strange
is ithat even such almost contemporary writers as Mammata, Mani-
Jkyachsudra and Hemachandra should make unacknowledged ex-
cerpts with no thought of being charged with plagiarism. It is how-
ever probable (hat Sanskrit writers of acknowledged merit regarded
plagiarism as no heinous hiterary crime. Another glaring blunder
which Sanskrit writers appear to be in the habit of committing 15
later interpolation made with the Lope of bringmng credit to old

favourite authors  Some late mterpolations when undetected ate
Lkely, as they have often been, to make old worhks appear quite

recent. The one decisive advantage of plagisrism in commenta-

ries hies i the preservation of traditional or accepted interprotation

of old teats, It follows therciore Mamhyachandra’s commentary

on the Kavyaprahasa may be aceepted as sraditional and authon-

tatne.
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